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All stand. At the door of the church, the priest sprinkles the coffin with Holy
Water, as a reminder of baptism, in which Christ promises eternal life to his
people. He says:

Priest:       In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit           
All:            Amen.
Priest:       The Lord be with you.
People:      And with your spirit.
In the waters of baptism Vernon died with Christ and rose to new life with him.
May he now share with him eternal glory.

ENTRANCE HYMN

As I kneel before you,
As I bow my head in prayer,
Take this day, make it yours
and fill me with your love.

Refrain: Ave Maria, Gratia plena,
Dominus tecum, Benedicta tu.

All I have I give you,
Every dream and wish are yours,
Mother of Christ,
Mother of mine, present them to my Lord.

As I kneel before you,
And I see your smiling face,
Ev’ry thought, ev’ry word
Is lost in your embrace.

The coffin is taken into the church, and on it is placed the book of the Gospels,
his Word which nourishes our Christian souls during our lives. The priest
welcomes all present and invites them to pray for Vernon.

COLLECT – PRIEST

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD (Please sit)



A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF ST PAUL TO THE
CORINTHIANS (1 COR 13:4-13):  

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not
rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. As for
prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part,
but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I
spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I
became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly but
then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have
been fully known.

 

 

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is
love.

Reader:     The word of the Lord.
People:      Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 27: Eamonn Welch
Response after each verse:
I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
whom should I dread? 
I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.

There is one thing I ask of the Lord,
only this do I seek:
to live in the house of the Lord
all the days of my life,
to gaze on the beauty of the Lord,
to enquire at his temple. 
I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.

Siobhan Ross



O Lord, hear my voice when I call;
have mercy and answer me.
Of you my heart has spoken,
‘Seek his face.’ 
I believe I shall see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living.

Please stand to sing the Alleluia 

Priest:       I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day. 
(1 Timothy 4:7-8)
Alleluia! (sung)

GOSPEL (John 14:15-21)
Priest:       The Lord be with you.
People:      And with your spirit.
Priest:       A reading from the holy Gospel according to John.
People:      Glory to you O Lord.

At that time: Jesus said to his disciples,
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper,
to be with you for ever,
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees him nor knows him.
You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.
‘I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me.
Because I live, you also will live.
In that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you.
Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me.
And he who loves me will be loved by my Father,
and I will love him and manifest myself to him.’
Priest:       The Gospel of the Lord.
People:      Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 



Please sit for the Homily, then stand again for the Bidding Prayers.

BIDDING PRAYERS: Kevin Welch

Priest begins : Let us pray with faith and confidence to God our Father, who
raised his Son, Jesus Christ, from death, that he may give comfort to the living
and eternal rest to the dead.
Reader: We pray for Vernon who in baptism was given the pledge of eternal
life, that he may now be admitted to the company of the saints. Lord, in your
mercy.
People:      Hear our prayer

We pray for Vernon’s family : - they seek from you, Lord, comfort and
consolation. Heal their pain and dispel the darkness and doubt which come
from their grief.  Lord, in your mercy.
People:      Hear our prayer

Let us pray for all who suffer from illness and infirmity, and for those who are
dying, that God may comfort them in their distress and free them from all
anxiety.  Lord, in your mercy.
People:      Hear our prayer

We pray for peace in the world, and for an end to all violence and terrorism.
We remember the victims of the ongoing conflicts in the Middle East and
Ukraine.  Lord, in your mercy.
People:      Hear our prayer

After the final bidding, the Hail Mary is said:
All:            Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; 
                  blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the    
                  fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
                  Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now  
                  and at the hour of our death. Amen.

CONCLUDING PRAYER - PRIEST 



THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
 

Please sit. The offerings for mass are prepared, as we sing:
 

HYMN
Hail, Queen of heav’n, the ocean star, 
Guide of the wanderer here below, 
Thrown on life’s surge, we claim thy care, 
Save us from peril and from woe. 
Mother of Christ, Star of the Sea, 
Pray for the wanderer, pray for me. 

O gentle chaste and spotless Maid, 
We sinners make our pray’rs thro’ thee; 
Remind thy Son, that He has paid 
The price of our iniquity. 
Virgin most pure, Star of the Sea, 
Pray for the sinner, pray for me. 
 

Sojourners in this vale of tears, 
To thee, blest Advocate, we cry, 
Pity our sorrows, calm our fears, 
And soothe with hope our misery. 
Refuge in grief, Star of the Sea, 
Pray for the mourner, pray for me. 

And while to Him Who reigns above, 
In Godhead One, in Persons Three, 
The Source of life, of grace, of love, 
Homage we pay on bended knee. 
Do thou, bright Queen, Star of the Sea, 
Pray for thy children, pray for me.

All stand
Priest:       Pray, my brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and
                 yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.
All:           May the Lord accept this sacrifice at your hands for 
                 the praise and glory of his name, for our good and 
                 the good of all his holy church.



PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS - PRIEST

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Priest:       The Lord be with you.
People:     And with your spirit.
Priest:       Lift up your hearts.
People:     We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest:       Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
People:     It is right and just.
The Priest concludes the Preface: 
And so, with Angels and Archangels, with Thrones and Dominions, and with all the
hosts and Powers of heaven, we sing the hymn of your glory, as without end we
acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full, are full of your
glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes, who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
(from Mass of Christ the Saviour by Dan Schutte)

All kneel (or sit) as the priest continues to say the Eucharistic Prayer, including the
words of the Lord over the bread and wine, which become his Body and Blood. 
Then the priest sings: The mystery of faith. 
We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your resurrection, 
until you come again. (from Mass of Christ the Saviour by Dan Schutte)

At the end of the Eucharistic Prayer, all sing: Amen.

COMMUNION RITE
Please stand
All:            Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
                   Kingdom come,  Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
                   Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us 
                   our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
                   and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
Priest:         Deliver us, Lord………coming of our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
People:       For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now  
                   and for ever.



PRAYER FOR PEACE
Priest:       The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People:      And with your spirit.
Priest:       Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
 

All then sing:
All:            Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have   
                   mercy on us.
                   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have 
                   mercy on us.
                   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us 
                   peace.
 

Please sit or kneel
Priest:         Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
                   sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of 
                   the Lamb.
People:       Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
                   roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

The people come to receive Holy Communion. Those who are not receiving are very
welcome to come forward for a blessing from the priest (Please cross your hands in
front of you to indicate this to him) 

HYMN 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but Thou art mighty,
Hold me with Thy powerful hand;
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven
Feed me now till I want no more;
Feed me now till I want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through:
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer;
Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.



When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death, and hell’s destruction
Land me safe on Canaan’s side:
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to Thee;
I will ever give to Thee.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION - (Please stand)

EULOGY (Please sit) Sean Welch

MUSIC (saxophone) The Midnight Sun Will Never Set (Composer: Quincy
Jones/Henri Salvador/Dorcas Cochran) Colin M Welch

FINAL COMMENDATION (Please stand)
As the coffin is sprinkled with Holy Water, and incensed, the priest prays for Vernon.
Holy Water is a reminder of the new life of baptism; incense is a sign of honour to the
human body, which in life is the dwelling place of the Holy Spirit.

Priest:       Saints of God come to his aid, hasten to meet him, angels
                  of the Lord.
People:      Receive his soul, and present him to God, the Most High.
Priest:        May Christ who called you take you to himself, and may the
                  angels lead you  to the bosom of Abraham.
People:      Receive his soul, and present him to God, the Most High.
Priest:        Eternal rest grant to him O Lord, and let perpetual light 
                  shine upon him. 
People:       Receive his soul, and present him to God, the Most High.

PRAYER OF COMMENDATION - PRIEST

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL
Priest: In peace, let us take Vernon to his place of rest.



As the coffin is taken from the Church, the following hymn is sung:
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost but now I’m found, 
was blind, but now I see. 
 

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears relieved. 
How precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
 

Through many dangers toils and snares 
I have already come. 
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 

The Lord has promised good to me; 
His word my hope secures. 
He will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 

Vernon's family wish to thank you for being here today and warmly
invite you to make your way to Wareham Golf Club for refreshments

following the service. The family will join you after the burial.

There will be a retiring collection in memory of Vernon for Christian
Aid and CAFOD. Donations may be sent to Albert Marsh Funeral

Directors, St Michaels Road, Wareham, Dorset, BH20 4QU 
or made online at: 

www.funeraldirector.co.uk/vernon-welch



So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
Peace be with you all.
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